Classical Sanskrit Literature
taught it. Kusalava bears etymological relation to Kugilava, * bards and wandering minstrels', Kusa and Lava are supposed to have performed the same function as these Kusilavas. As the poem grew very popular, interpolations were made purely for professional needs unlike the interpolations of the Mababharata. But tfee addition of books I and VII could not have been made till the lapse of several centuries,* for, the author is supposed to have been a contemporary of Rama in the genuine parts of the epic and is mentioned as an ancient sage in books I and VIL
Date of the Ramayana
Priority to the Mahabharata : While the Maha-bharata reproduces the story of the Ramayana, the latter makes no mention at all of the former. Some verses of the Ramayana occur verbatim and others in a modified form in the Bharata (Vide Appendix A-2> Thus we are sure that the Ramayana must have been famous before the other epic took definite shape.
Buddhistic Reference : In the Jataka stories of Pali literature belonging to the early Buddhists, some parts of the Ramayana with some changes occur under the title 'Dasarata Jataka,' but there the story ends with the wedding of Rama. But in Ramayana we have only one Verse referring to Buddhism and that is clearly an interpolation. Therefore Ramayana is Pre-Buddhistic. Weber thinks wrongly that Ramayana is based on Buddhistic Rama stories and that the characterisation Ijeajs